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This is the third edition of the companion to specialist
surgical practice series and is on vascular and
endovascular surgery. It is a relatively short book,
which has 19 concise chapters. It is different to most
other books in that evidence is categorised as good bad
or poor and attempts are made by the authors to
provide evidenced based statements. Every chapter has
numerous up to date references and in the text where a
statement is made there is a scalpel sign indicating that
this reference is indicative of high-level evidence. In
some of the chapters summaries are given of some of
the references where they are listed at the end of the
chapter, which is an unusual and useful departure. At
the end of each chapter there are a list of key points
covered in the text and these are particularly useful for
the average reader. At the edge each page the subject
that is being covered is mentioned which makes it very
easy to find that section. Illustrations are mostly black
and white with a few coloured pictures congregated in
the centre. The indexing is very good. It is always
difficult to know which chapters to leave out and which
to cover in such a book, which makes no attempt to be
comprehensive and compete with the larger vascular
textbooks. Most of the subjects chosen are relevant and
the specialist reader will find them useful. It has the1078–5884/000337 + 01 $35.00/0 q 2006 Published by Elsevier Ltd.advantage of being up to date because it is relatively
short and its main strength is the depth of referencing
that it offers with evidence base statements where these
are available. For anyone who wishes to be up to date
and access references in the areas chosen this would be
a very useful book to buy. And would be most useful I
think for a specialist registrar in vascular surgery.
The only criticism I would make of it is that
some of the topics chosen do not fit easily into one
short chapter, for example, the treatment of chronic
lower limb ischaemia, whereas some topics which
are not that common are given equal space such as
renal and intestinal vascular disease. The chapter on
vascular trauma should be fairly useful to most
trainees. There are some chapters, which are
perhaps out of place in a book of this size including
one on grafts and sutures, which is well written but
would be better placed in a large textbook. Most
important topics are covered including varicose
veins and chronic venous insufficiency but as
already mentioned more space should have been
given to some of them. Would I buy this book? Yes
I would because it succeeds in being up to date,
evidence based and concise. It provides the reader
with a wealth of excellent references.Sir Peter Bell
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